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and his companions built huts of logs and surrounded
them with a stockade. They called the place Fort
Clatsop, and there, 4100 miles from the point at which
they had started their long trek across the continent,
they spent the second winter since leaving St. Louis.

They stopped at Fort Clatsop until March 23, 1806,
and then the journey home began. But now they knew
the way, they were not walking almost blindly into the
unknown. Guided by Lewis and Sacajawea they passed
through the mountains in safety, and then the party
divided, and while one half under Clark explored the
Yellowstone, the other, commanded by Lewis, traced
the course of Maria's River. The two parties met again
at the mouth of the Yellowstone on August 12, and
thereafter they travelled swiftly down the Missouri,
reaching St. Louis on September 23, 1806. They had
done in six months a journey which had taken a year
and a half on the outgoing way.

What good did the expedition do, you may ask?
Well, someone had to make a beginning, and Lewis and
Clark and their companions were the first explorers to
cross the continent of America north of Mexico. They
blazed the trail! The reports they brought back of the
country through which they had passed, the Indian
tribes they met, and the animals and plants they saw,
contained the first authentic knowledge of the mys-
terious west land, and opened the gates through which
others were not slow to follow.

Merely as a feat of courage and endurance the journey
was remarkable, for in all the eight thousand miles of
unknown country which they had traversed, the ex-